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Spprobation of the Right Reb. Br Woriurty.
’ THE PAaLacE, KILLARNEY, Dec. 17th, 1870,
MY DEAR SISTER IN CHRIST,—

I learn that you are issuing some new Works, and some new
editions of those already published. Your literary labours reflect
honour on your Convent, on your Order, aud on this Diocese.

But I rejoice much more in this, that yoa are contributing to supply
one of our greatest needs—a Uatholic Literature, I know, too, that
the funds realised by the sale of your works are exclusively devoted
to the service of religion,

Praying God to bless you, and to preserve your health and strength,

Yours sincerely in Christ,
M4« D. MORIARTY,
To SISTER M. FRANCES CLARE,
Convent of Poor Clares, Kenmare, Co. Kerry.
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ADVERTISEMENT,

—

TrE Insinuationes Divine Pietates consist of Five Books. The
Second onty was writtea by tie Saint : The remaining Iour were
compiled from her papers, and from personal knowledge of her
life, by a religious of her monastery. This religions,who care-
fully conceals her name, was probably the Sister whom St. Ger-
trude mentions herself, and in whom she evidently had the
greatest confidence, As the object of the Insinuationes is mani-
festly to relate the supernatural favours bestowed on St. Ger-
trude, her personal history is but briefly adverted to,and only
in connection with the graces bestowed on her by God. Hence
but little is known of the Saint’s early life. The first book
of the Tnsinuationes contdins some allusions to it ; but it con-
sists principally of a panegyric and a formal enumeration of
her virtues. To avoid needless and uninteresting repetition,
this was omitted, and the substance of it carefully embodied
in the life of St. Gertrude, for which we have endeavoured to
collate materials from every possible source. The chronology
of Campacei has been followed as the most reliable, and as
highly esteemed by the learned Benedictines of Solesmes.
The second, third, fourth, and fifth parts of this work are
translations of the second, third, fourth, and fifth books of the
Insinuationes. The edition principally used has been the « In-
sinuationes Divine Pietatis, sea Vita et Revelationes S. Ger-
trudis, Virginis et Abbatissee, Ordinis S. Benedicti. Amendis
quibus scatebant expurgate stidio et labore D[om] N[icolas]
Clanteleu] Blenedictinus]. Parisiis apud Fredericum Leonard,
Congregationis 8. Mauri Ordinis S. Benedicti, Typogr. via
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Jacobza sub Scuto Veneto, Mm.pc.Lx1r. Cum privilegio et ap-
probatione.” The “Scuto Veneto” is duly represented on the
title-page, and the winged lion of St. Mark holds an open
Gospel, with the legend “Pax tibi Marce Evangelista meus.”
The motto, “ Virtute invidiam vince,” is engraved on a scroll
above the emblem.,

Dom Canteleu was a holy and learned priest. Itis said that
the hour of his death was revealed to him while he was occu-
pied in preparing his edition of the Insinuationes. But he had
commenced his work for God, and for Him also it was consum-
mated. The last corrections were made the very day of his
death ; and though he did not live to see his work issue
from the pitss, surely his reward was not the less sure or mag-
nificent.

This edition contains, first, a dedication of the work to the
Maurist Fathers, by Leonard, the publisher ; secondly, a brief
Prologue, by D. Canteleu, in which he explains the corrections
and emendations which he has made in former editions ; and,
thirdly, the well-known apology of Lanspergius, of which we
have given a résumé in the Introduction. There are also ex-
tracts from Blosius’s Monili Spirituale, and an important note,
found in an old Codex of a Styrian monastery, which mentions
that the convent of Helfide was destroyed in the year 1342,
during the wars between the Duke of Brunswick and the Count
of Mansfield ; but the holy virgins were saved by an evident
protection of God,.and removed to the suburbs of Eisleben.

It has been our earnest endeavour to render this translation
as faithful and accurate as possible. One chapter has been
omitted, and several passages, which could hardly be rendered
in English with propriety ; and as the substance of several
chapters from the fifth book are contained in the Life, they
have also been passed over. We are privileged to say that we
have been guided in the general arrangement of the work by
the advice of the Right Rev, Dr Ullathorne, 0.8.B., to whose
paternal and most undeserved kindness on this, as on many
other occasions, we owe a debt of affectionate gratitude. Nor
can we omit most grateful mention of the invaluable assistance
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obtained from the world-famed Abbayé of Solesmes, through
the Rev. Father Wilfrid Windham, O.8.B,, to whose researches
and learning we owe many of the notes appended to this vol-
ume. We have also to acknowledge the charity of Dom
Wolter, O.8.B., Prior of Beuron, whose noble and successful
efforts to revive and extend the Benedictine Order in Germany
are too well known to need further comment.

The recently-published French translation of the Insinua-
tiones is said to be a reprint of the translation made by Dom
Mege, from his Latin edition of 1664. In this edition many
passages are omitted, and -others are rendered differently from
the editions of Cantelen and Tilmanni Bredenbachii, Colonie,
1563, which perfectly coincide. An Italian translation, which
purports to be a translation from the Latin of Lanspergius,
also corresponds with these works. The title-page runs thus :
“La vita della B. Virgine Gertruda, ridotta in v. libri, del
R. F. Geo. Lanspergio, Monaco della Certosa . .. Tradotta per
TYEccel. Medico M. Vicenzo Buondi. Venetia, 1606.” This
edition contains the Exercises.

Indeed, the Italian Benedictines have devoted themselves
with special fervour to producing editions or translations of
these Revelations ; but perhaps one of the most valuable works
on the subject is that of a secular priest, Gaspar Campacci, who
published the Zife of St. Gerirude, in 4to, at Venice, in 1748,
His work is divided into two parts ; the first part contains the
Life of the Saint, the second part contains her Revelations.
At the end of the first part he has appended a valuable Chrono-
logical Discussion, in which he fixes the date of her birth, her
death, and the principal events of her life.

But one of the most interesting editions of the Life and
Revelations of this great Saint is the Spanish translation of
Leander, of Grenada, a copy of which is at present in the
Library of the British Museum, and is dated, Seville, 1606,

As the literary history of this work is one of more than
ordinary interest and edification, as well as a necessary ex-
‘planation of the origin of the miraculous engraving, an account
of it is appended at comsiderable length ; and this account is
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translated from the letter of the saintly Bishop Ypres, of Tarra
gona, to Dom Leander :—

“T cannot tell you with what joy and consolation I have
received the book of the Revelations of Gertrude, which you
have translated into Castilian. ... I will now relate what
occurred regarding the Latin edition printed at Madrid.

“While I was Confessor to the King, I met with the works
of Blosius accidentally, and found so much pleasure therein,
that I read them repeatedly. Afterwards, when I mentioned
this to Dom Alphonsus Colone, now Archbishop of Carthagena,
he assured me that a translation was then in the press at
Seville ; and I requested him to send me the sheets as they
appeared, This was at the time when King Philip II. was
seized with his last illness. I considered the work so suitable
for his circumstances, that I read it to him frequently ; and
he found such consolation and sweetness therein, that in my
absence he caused it to be read to him by the Infanta Ma-
dame Elizabeth. I know well the profit he derived from i,
and it will be known to all in heaven. '

% From this moment I conceived so strong an affection for
the Revelations of St. Gertrude, that I desired ardently to
know if they had been published.”

The good prelate then relates how he found them, after
much research, in the library of St. Lawrence ; that the volume
had never been opened since it had been placed there ten
years before ;. and details his many and unsuccessful attempts
to obtain a translation. After he had retired to Tarragona, he
commenced the undertaking himself ; but when he “had com-
pleted, corrected, and amended the first four books,” he heard
that the work was already in the press at Salamanca.

“I desired some copies to be sent to me,” he continues ;
““and when I had seen the translation, considered the diligence
with which it had been mude, the grave, clear, eloquent style,
and the careful annotations, I was supremely delighted, because
the same thing had happened to me as to St. Bonaventure and
St. Thomas, in regard to the Office of the Most Holy Sacra-
ment ; and I consider it a special favour that the Saint has se
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ordered all, that my edition has been delayed, since the result
will be a greater glory to her Sovereign Spouse. As for myself,
I am persuaded that I have lost nothing thereby, and that she
has received my labour and my good-will into her treasury. I
must confess also that I have never in my life received a greater
satisfaction in the perusal of any other work than this; for
though I have read the Revelations so often in Latin that I
know them almost by heart, I do not the less esteem this
translation, and I will niake it known to all my friends. Be
assured, my father, that you have performed a great service
to God, a great good to souls, and that you have thereby
secured your salvation. May God fulfil in you all the privi-
leges and promises which He has made to the clients of this
sublime virgin !

“I have purchased an immense number of these volumes
for the Discalced Carmelites, and all who are earnestly desiring
a more perfect life ; and I would, were it possible, disseminate
them throughout the entire world.

“If by chance you have met with the picture of this blessed
Saint, I wish to tell you the origin of it, because 1 hope it will
e a subject of consolation to you. The first picture, which
was done in Spain, was copied, by my desire, from a portrait
of a Religious of the same Order, which was in the royal cabinet
at Madrid.  To distinguish the copy from the original, I de-
sired the painter to put an Infant Jesus in her heart, and a
scroll with the words, [nvenies me in corde Gertrudis. 1 also
had seven rings put on the fingers of her right hand, that they
might be a pledge of the promises which our Lord has made to
favour her friends.

“The artist has declared to me that never in his life did
5‘}Ch a thing happen to him as has happened in painting this
virgin ; for though he had always succeeded in copying to the
life, he now found that he could not succeed, with all his pains,
in imitating the original ; and each time that he attempted to
do so, he found he drew what far surpassed what he could
have thought or imagined ; and so his picture in no way re-
sembled the original, except in the habit. This picture has

¢
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been circulated throughout Spain. I have had it painted in
many places, in company with our holy mother Teresa of Jesus,
whom you so often consoled by your discourses.”

The saintly prelate concludes thus:—* God have you in His
holy keeping. I hope that His Majesty will grant you the
grace that you may be assisted at the hour of your death by
His two faithful spouses, who during their lives were always so
full of gratitude and courtesy,

“ Fr. Diego, Bishop of Tarragona,

“ Qiven at Tarragona, Nov. 15, 1603.”

We can scarcely be surprised that a miraculous favour

should be granted to one so profoundly humble, so deeply
loving, and so rarely disinterested. Perhaps the annals of lite-
rature have seldom furnished so distinguished an example of
courtesy as that given by the Bishop of Tarragona ; or rather,
we should say, Christian charity has seldom shone forth so
sweetly and so brightly as in his cordial desire for the success
of another in a labour which he had all but accomplished
himself.
. A number of approbations follow that of the holy Bishop,
notably one from Suarez, dated Salamanca, July 15, 1603,and
another from the Father Prior of the Discalced Carmelites,
who observes that an edition in the mother tongue is most
useful and acceptable, even to the learned.

The miraculous picture was soon engraved, and its fame
extended throughout Europe. The copy contained in this
volume has been made from the edition of “ P. F. Laurentii
Clement, Monachi Ordinis S. Benedicti Congregationis His-
panice. Salisburgi, Mponxir”

CoNVERT OF PoorR CLARES, KENMARR,
Feast of 8t. John before the Latin Gate,
HMay 6, 1865,



INTRODUCTION.

Taere is perhaps no Order in the Church which at once
commands our admiration and wins our love like that of
the great Order of St. Benedict. Even heresy has offered
its poor meed of praise, in attempting to transplant it to
a foreign soil; and is fain to shelter its feeble imitation of
religious life under the name of the great Patriarch of the
West, claiming a patron in the Church, because none
can be found outside its pale. It stands, like a primeval
forest, by the great river Time,—its roots extending deep
and wide, and forming an unshaken barrier to the ever-
surging waves: its branches extending far and high, and
affording shelter and protection in the wildest storms,
Peace and strength are the essential characteristics of
its Rule and its children ; prayer and love, the source and
the support of these, its most manifest glories. And of
this spirit St. Gertrude is the perfect realisation ; a Pax
vobiscum is breathed into the soul in every revelation and
in every action of that greatest of saints. Her strength
in the calm, beautiful strength of peace ; for perfect peace
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alone can exist where the soul is stayed upon the Un-
changeable, and thus can no longer be shaken by the
transitory blasts which disturb the less perfect.

This work has been undertaken with feelings of no ordi-
nary affection. There are few Orders in the Church which
are not indebted in some degree to the Benedictine : but
none more deeply than that of the poor one of Assisi, who
found in the Benedictines his first and kindest supporters ;
and when his second Order was established, it was they
who gave a temporary home and a holy example to the
gentle Clare de Scefi and her young sister Agnes. We
can scarcely turn over a page in the history of the Friars
Minors or the Poor Clares without finding how this
kindness has been continued and increased. May this
offering to the great Order of St. Benedict be accepted by
his devoted children as a humble though a poor return for
their unwearied love |

A recent review of the Gertrudenbuch vor P. Maurus
Wolter which is attributed to a Father of the Order, enters
so fully into the peculiar merits and sanctity of St. Gertrude,
that we cannot forbear an extract. Would that its eloquent
and spiritual words had found a less ephemeral resting-place
than the pages in which it is inserted !

“8t. Gertrude, in the most extensive sense, was a
daughter of the cloister. Officium and sacrificium, the
Seriptures and the Liturgy, are the two wings by which
pure souls fly to God in monastic life. The Missal and
the Breviary are the two fountains of liturgical devotion
from which they may draw the pure waters of life. These
waters and those wings were well understood and ap-
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preciuted in the Middle Ages; and in the sixty thousand
convents which sent up praise to God, sicut tncensum in
conspectu ejus, -during the lifetime of St. Gertrude, there
was not one being who more fully grasped these two
means of perfection, or turned them to greater advantage,
than our Saint. Through them she became the grosse
Aebtrssinn ; through them, directed by the tender, loving
spirit of the Rule, she became the most perfect and striking
exponent of the spirit of St. Benedict that can be found in
the lives of the Saints of God.” .

Nor is he less eloquent in speaking of the great restora-
tions, or rather, we should say, advancements, of his
Order ; of St. Martin’s, consecrated once more to its ancient
uses, where, by the piety of the widowed Princess Cathe-
rine of Hohenzollern, the children of St. Benedict, with
the special blessing of the Holy See, are leading lives of
no ordinary fervour and devotedness, under the guidance of
their holy Prior Dom Wolter ; where the ancient and mira-
culous image of the Mother of Sorrows is venerated once
more by thousands of devout pilgrims ;—and of Solesmes
with its Abbot, whose European fame for learning is only
equalled by his cloistral fame for sanctity ; where ¢ sixty
God-praising monks chanted together the Gregorian choral
song ” in the curious old church of the monastery ; * ¢ where

* This quaint and curious old chureh would require a volume of its
own. It is chiefly remarkable for statuary of unusual size, in groups,
representing various incidents in the life of our Divine Lord. One of
these groups represents Jesus Christ giving Holy Communion to His
Blessed Mother. A good prior of medizval times considered this a
grievous impiety, and accordingly chopped off the hands of our Lord
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joyful dbedience, brotherly love, and studious attention tc
the never-wanting guest, are beautifully combined with,
and enhanced by, genuine and ardent zeal for ecclesiastical
discipline and authority, with a devotion to literature,
and an anxiety for its advancement, which can hardly be
surpassed.”

The history of the labours of Abbot Gueranger would
almost require a volume. Perhaps his chiefest eternal
fame, and his brightest reward, will be, for the government
of his monastery ; the foundations he has effected ; and
his persevering efforts, in the face of opposition which
would have crushed any ordinary mind, in planting the
Roman Liturgy in France, in place of that which at least
bore a tincture of independence of the Holy See, and a
trace of rationalism, :

We read in the Book of Genesis, that Adam and Eve
heard ¢ the voice of the Lord Glod walking in Paradise at
the afternoon air.” And we can scarcely doubt, that
had they preserved their original innocence, the Creator
would bhave found His delight in conversing with the
creature, and would have communicated Himself continu-
ally and familié.rly to the beings to whom He had Himself
given existence. Sin prevented the continuance of that

with a hatchet ! The Blessed Sacrament is reserved here in a golden
dove, according to an ancient custom. There is a very curious and
vory ancient inscription, in the old Gr